Unexpected bleeding following eyelid tumor resection leading to the rare diagnosis of acquired haemophilia.
Our goal is to report for the first time in the literature a case of uncontrolled bleeding after an oculoplastic surgical procedure leading to the diagnosis of acquired haemophilia. An 82-year-old patient underwent tumor excision and reconstruction of his right lower eyelid. On the same day, uncontrolled bleeding occurred that resisted optimal blood pressure control, external compression, surgical haemostasis and wound revision. Usual coagulation screening tests were normal, except for a slightly prolonged activated partial thromboplastin time. Extensive coagulation check was performed, which showed a severely reduced factor VIII due to the presence of an inhibitor. The bleeding was immediately stopped after administration of recombinant factor VIIa. After healing of the wound, factor VIIa treatment was replaced by immunosuppressive therapy. The factor VIII inhibitor became unmeasurable and remained so for three months after stopping the immunosuppressive therapy. Ophthalmologists confronted with unexpected uncontrolled bleeding should think about the possibility of blood dyscrasia, in particular acquired haemophilia.